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monarch like Alfred or Canute, we pass through the Danish and Norman
invasions to reach the strong military control exercised by the Norman,
Plantagenet, and Stuart kings. This was followed by the rebellion and
revolution of the seventeenth century, in turn succeeded by the reign of
moderately constitutional Hanoverian kings, and the strictly constitu-
tional monarchs of modern times. The heavy black line connects these
stages in the chart, and this heavy line shows a typical evolution which
has been followed (usually at a later date) by many other countries in
Europe.
The Swiss got their revolution over somewhat earlier, and then
decided to have a republic. They present one of the most progressive
and peaceful evolutions. France's revolution was later than the two
just quoted. The general development of the U.S.S.R. lies to the right
of the others (Fig. 54), indicating that it followed the usual path,
about two centuries later than did England, and about four centuries
later than Switzerland. Some readers will object to the advanced
position given to the U.S.S.R. in this chart. They will claim that Stalin
like Hitler is a dictator; and this view seems correct to the present
writer. But Stalin (like Churchill and Roosevelt, when they were in
control) is working towards a reasonably socialistic goal. Moreover, it
must be admitted that in the times of crisis from which we have just
emerged, our admirable leaders Churchill and Roosevelt had almost the
powers of a dictator. The writer feels that the main difference in regard
to Russia is that the Soviet Union has been in a continuous state of
crisis and national peril ever since the revolution of 1917. No one can
deny that all the other nations can learn more from the Russian experi-
ment than from the experience of any other nation.
Germany and Italy need special consideration. Right up to the
time of the Napoleonic wars the former country consisted of some
1,800 more or less independent duchies, kingdoms, etc.; while Italy
was divided into about a dozen kingdoms and states. They represent
survivals of a state of affairs belonging more generally to an earlier
medieval period. As the diagram (Fig. 54) suggests, after changing
to a constitutional monarchy in 1870, they reverted (after Fascist
revolutions in 1920 and 1933) to a period of military dictatorship with
characteristic imperialistic aims, which was more like the later Middle
Ages than modern social trends. The late evolution of the Balkan
countries, especially of Albania, is suggested at the bottom right portion
of the chart.